
HOW WILL ROGERS HIGH HELPED SHAPE MY LIFE.
Adolescents often lack the maturity to appreciate the high aesthetics such as the 

grand Art Deco architecture of Will Rogers High School. That certainly describes me. But 
then my interests beat a different drum, and the Rogers auditorium offered valuable 
state-of-the art technology. Soon after the widespread use of electrical stage lighting in 
the 1890s, lamps were fed by dimmers, giant rheostats housed in two-foot diameter steel 
cases  with  long  levers  for  manual  adjustment. Except at  Will  Rogers,  with  banks  of 
motorized dimmers housed in a locked cage (for ventilation), controlled by a wall panel of 
small controllers. These featured “presets” for quick scene changes The computerization of 
the era. Stagecraft director John Black said there were only two theaters west of St. 
Louis so equipped.

Two one-thousand watt spotlights were mounted on the railing at  the balcony’s 
front. In 1950 and ‘51 two stagehands, one of them me, sat at those lights during Friday 
morning assemblies and followed the fags as they were marched to the stage. Mr. Black 
also appointed me to spotlight duty for a couple of Roundup variety shows.

Inadequate depth cramped the stage itself but it featured full-height fies above, 
where  backdrops  were stored,  lowered,  raised. The  large adjacent  workshop provided 
space for fabrication of sets. Fine learning opportunities.

About 1950 a young speech teacher joined the faculty, Jim Thorpe (yes, same name 
as  the  Oklahoma-born  Olympiad). Doris  Niles  was  my speech and  theatre  teacher,  a 
powerful  infuence  as  I  also  enjoyed  performing. Niles  and  Black  showed,  explained, 
catalyzed opportunities to do it myself, all rerailing me on a track which led to commercial 
broadcasting as both a performer and chief engineer, and ultimately a college professor 

teaching  broadcasting  plus  
electronics  theory.  And  a  little  
theatre. Though I failed to discern  
at the time, they made a difference. 
Rogers High made a difference.
I  have  no  photos,  but  here’s  a  
recent picture found online showing 
the  auditorium  house  appearing  
remarkably the same as 60 years  
ago

Ronald Pesha
rpesha@juno.com
22 4th Street
Fair Haven, VT  05743-1053
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 AUTO MUSEUM PLANNED OFF ROUTE 66

A new museum is planned for the Tulsa area located off Route 66 at 13 Sahoma 
Lake Road, which is planned to open in early 2016.  A two-story high vintage gas pump 
will soon be a landmark in the area after being constructed along Route 66.  The gas 
pump will signify The Heart of Route 66 Auto Museum.

Museum offcials showed 
off  the  10,000  square-foot,  
former National Guard Armory, 
which  the  organization  is  
leasing  from  the  city  of  
Sapulpa for $1 per year.  The 
building is in conception stage 
with major renovations to be  
executed.  People drove along 
the  route  from  Chicago  to  
California, and art work at the 
museum  will  showcase  
Oklahoma's role in the road.
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The facility is currently planned to house offces, a gift shop and the main show 
space, which can easily access vehicles with three lanes of garage entries.  A lot of stuff 
is planned in here.  For kids, an interactive drive simulator where they can pretend they 
are driving Route 66 and an area that looks like an old-fashioned car-dealership or an 
old-fashioned gas station.

The  room east  of  the  main  museum show space  retains  potential  to  become a 
functioning mechanic's garage with a large garage door already installed.  To help fund 
the renovation, the organization received a federal grant from the Route 66 Preservation 
Authority.  One  criteria  of  the  grant  specifes  that  National  Guard  markings  remain 
painted  on  the  walls.  The  organization  amidst  its  capital  campaign,  is  searching  for 
additional grants, private donors and funding members.  If interested in being a founding 
member, they are going to sell 100.  There will be  wall plaques that look like license 
tags.  They will be there forever.  Founding memberships are $2,500.00 and cover two 
individuals.  Annual memberships are $45.00 for two individuals.

 Bill and Thressa Northcutt

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SEEMS TO BE A GOOD TIME FOR A FLOOD
I am sure that those of you who 

were around here in 1984 remember the 
torrential rain and serious fooding that 
took place on Memorial day weekend.  It 
was  the  worst  food  event  in  Tulsa's 
History.  It was caused by a 6” to 15” 
deluge  from   a  stalled  cold  front 
affecting  the  Tulsa  Metropolitan  area 
and was centered near McClure Park.

Picture from Internet

There were 14 fatalities, 6 of which were auto related, and 288 injuries.  More than 
5,500 buildings were damaged or destroyed, including more than 20 schools. 7,000 vehicles 
were destroyed or severely damaged.  Many roads and bridges also suffered destruction 
or  damage.  Damages were set at  $180 million,  and that was in  1984 dollars,  which 
translates to about $400 million in today's dollars.



Now spring forward to Memorial Day 
Weekend, 2015.  We did not have anywhere as 
much rain in such a short time this year, but we 
could have had signifcant fooding from receiving 
at least 5” of rain in about four and a half 
hours.  This is a picture of our rain gage. Notice 
that the red marker is at the 5” mark.  That rain 
all collected in there in the time between 7:00 
pm and 11:30 pm on Saturday night, May 23rd.

After the 1984 fooding, the Tulsa mayor 
and street commissioner assembled the city's 
frst Flood Hazard Mitigation Team and a new 
approach to Tulsa food response and recovery 
was developed.  The program included the 
relocation of 300 fooded homes and a 228-pad 
mobile home park, $10.5 million in food control 
works, and $2.1 million for master drainage plans. 
The total capitol program topped $30 million 
dollars.

The items listed above were 
 only the frst step in a long  

and  continuing  journey  to  
make  Tulsa  foodsafe.   The  
Department  of  Stormwater  
Management  in  1985  
centralized  responsibility  for  
all  city food,  drainage,  and  
stormwater  programs.   A  
stormwater  utility  fee  was  
established and added to the 
utility  bills  to  ensure stable  
funds  for  maintenance  and  
management activities.

In  the  early  1990's  FEMA  ranked  Tulsa  frst  in  the  nation  for  its  foodplain 
management program.  Representatives from other U. S. cities and countries around the 
world come here to see and learn how to establish their own food control programs.

The last pictures were taken  
from  the  internet  after  
this year's fooding rains.  All 
of the area lakes are above  
normal  elevation  except  
Skiatook Lake which has been 
below  normal  for  several  
years, but is catching up with 
the rest of the lakes after all 
of  the  rain  we  have  had  
during  May and June.  This  
last May set a new record for 
rainfall during the month of 
May in Oklahoma.

Warren Cox



“TRIPPETS” – Think Shoes

Remember the shoe store located about 26th 

street and south Harvard?  I would bet many of you 
also made trips there with your Mom to buy shoes.  As 
I was unfortunately “blessed?” with very narrow feet, 
my Mom would take me there to search for shoes that 
would ft.  Trippets always seemed to have the answer! 
Trippet specialized in children’s shoes, especially to ft 
those that required a narrow, wide or extra wide ft. 
They also carried casual shoes for Mom and special 
dance shoes and dance wear.  Happy Memories - Days 
Gone By!  This iconic store has announced that it will 
close this year the last of July after 78 years of operation for this family owned and 
operated business.  The current owner and president, Bill Young, has announced his 
retirement.

How did it all begin?  In 1937, an innovative Tulsa foot 
specialist, chiropodist, Dr. Floyd E. Trippet, could not  
fnd quality products for his patients, so he opened a 
store to sell the items himself.  Today, a “chiropodist” 
is known as a “podiatrist” or foot doctor.  He originally 
opened the store at  West Fifth Street and South  
Boulder Ave.  He moved the store briefy to Utica  
Square  in  1952  before  settling  in  its  permanent  
location on south Harvard. At one time it had as many 
as fve locations here in Tulsa.  Dr. Trippet owned and 
operated the store until 1964, when he sold it to a  
cousin,  Byron  Franklin.   Franklin’s  daughter,  Becky  
Grigg, worked with him and is still there!

In the picture at the left, Bill Young Measures a young 
man's foot for a new pair of shoes. Bill bought the  
store in 1996 when Byron Franklin  retired and has  
owned it almost 20 years now. Bill  Young moved to 

Tulsa in 1982 when his wife’s job transferred her here.  With a background in management 
and selling shoes he was directed to Trippets to seek employment.  Immediately hired he 
continued on into ownership while still employing an invaluable, Becky Grigg.  They are still 
focusing on children’s shoes serving all ages up through about 5th grade.  Bill says the 
retail landscape has changed dramatically in recent years with vendors cutting down on 
narrow and wide width children’s shoes. And also vendors have begun selling via magazines 
or directly to the customer through online purchasing.  We reluctantly say “Good-bye” to 
another valuable, locally owned small business AND the many fond memories it brings to 
mind. 



RESPONSES
 Robert Hart sends the following:  “Warren and all the Round Up crew --

Thanks to you all for keeping the Round Up going.  I know it requires a lot of time 
and effort.

The article on earthquakes in Oklahoma brought to mind an interesting event that 
occurred  when we were  Seniors.  The school  administration  had offered a  course  in 
elementary physics as an elective -- one semester I think -- and I don't remember the 
teacher's name. I think he was brought in for that course, and maybe for another math 
course. The classroom had tables and chairs, rather than the usual student chair-desks. 
One morning we were in class when my chair began to sway -- probably only a few 
inches, but certainly noticeable.  I thought at frst someone was walking behind me, and 
pulling the chair back from the table, but when I turned around, no one else was even 
close to my chair.

To keep it short we had experienced an earthquake frst hand.  We agreed that 
having an earthquake while we were in a physics class was really good timing.
Thanks again, Bob Hart” (You'r right Bob, I remember it too, and thanks for the donation.)

RESPONSES RECEIVED BY E-MAIL

Joe Wilkins updates us with this news:   As you can see, I've changed my IP; dumped Cox 
Communications in favor of AT&T; hopefully this resolves all my issues. I'm now living at an 
Assisted Living facility where most of the Residents are Veterans like me. Once I have my 
fnal Cataract Surgery post ops the 20th of April, my reading diffculties may be a thing 
of the past, though I'll continue to use my Mac Pro computer. It's a great product. You 
"guys" have been doing a great job, and I have hoped to get back for one of the reunions. 
I'm turning in my Architect's shingle this year and am concentrating on my memoirs; the 
problem  is  whether  to  tell  the  whole,  somewhat  racy  story  (60  years  in  Southern 
California) or clean it up to beneft the innocent, or somewhere in-between for $$$, since 
I'm looking for a publisher. My health is not horrible; just somewhat limiting. I'll be 82 
April 1st.

My current address is: 1261 E. Washington Ave., Escondido, CA 92027
I'd much prefer by email. I'll even send you a current photo once I've taken a new one. I 
hope the weather is better than the reports I've heard recently. Here it's about 54 to 80 
every day. Boring, but pleasant. I didn't realize you are as close to the same age as I am. 
I don't think we ever had any classes together. In the course of one of my moves I 
misplaced my 52 year book, so I've been unable to place you.”  (Thanks for the update 
and good luck with your book. I agree with you about Apple products. This Newsletter is  
built on an IMac running Open Offce (a free alternative to Microsoft Offce.)

From  Joan Case:   “Warren -  Received the  e-mailed newsletter.  Like  the  new 
heading. Thanks,  Joan”  (Glad you like the heading.  As you will see below, we have had  
several nice comments liking it.)

“Thanks for the newsletter.  The header is super.”   Joyce Gallamore Gatz   (Thanks 
for the quick reply, and glad you like the heading)

Joyce Hull  says:  “Thanks, Warren.  I am receiving your newsletter and enjoy reading 
them.”

From Marianne and Chuck Canter:  “Thanks to all. The newsletter came thru this 
morning and the new heading is perfect!”  (You are right. Jack did a perfect job on the 
header)

“Thanks so very much. I did receive the newsletter. I opened it long enough to see 
the picture by Jack Slankard.  It is very pretty of our old "Will on the Hill". Thanks 
again for all you and your committee do. It is appreciated.”  Frances Carlin Tummons
(Thank you for the nice complement.)



 Tom McComb writes: “Hi, Warren! Really do like the new Banner and format, plus I 
can make the type bigger and easier to read.”  Cheers, Tom. (At our age it is nice to be 
able to make the type bigger isn't it.)

Joe Devasher would like to receive the e-mail version of the newsletter, his address 
is joemurd@swbell.net (We always enjoy hearing from you, Joe, and you are defnatly on 
our e-mail list.)

“I would like to receive the roundup via this email address.  Very good issue with 
lots of interesting articles. Thanks,” Judith Sandridge O’Neale. (You are on the list and 
the e-mail version goes out as soon as the PDF version is ready to print.)

“My home address is changed from Apt. 433 to Apt 342; the address 18655 W 
Bernardo Dr. is the same. You can send the newsletter to my e-mail: cchpurple@gmail.com
Thanks for all your work,” Carol Barthelmass Hobock (We have updated your address. 
Thank you for keeping us up to date.)

“I got this and I also got a paper copy.  You all don't need to send me a paper copy 
as I would rather have the digital ones so I can save them to a fle instead of a paper 
fle. Thanks for all you do.  Really look forward to these.  It is tax season and I am 
covered up so a little slow on personal stuff.  Best regards and God Bless” Patricia Taylor 
(Thanks for the information.  It will be only e-mail this time.)

Joe Sullivan says: “I thought we had signed up for email newsletter a while back 
but maybe we didn’t get it done.   Anyway, start our email from now on.  I’ll add a story 
and poem later on if you’d like.   Here is the email address:  lindalovely@cox.net  ”   (E-mail  
this time and a link to the Newsletter is also posted on the website)

From Lonnie Davis: “Warren, missed the notice to let you know the frst round, I 
guess. No problem, and you can remove me from the snailmail version if you'd like.  Thanks 
again,  we're  traveling but  I'll  send along  a  modest  contribution  when we get home.” 
(Thanks for the donation, Lonnie.)

The following e-mail came in from “out of the blue” from a classmate that 
we did not have on our mailing list or lost list.  He found us on our 

website.

Hi Class of 1952,

None of you remembers me because I was very shy and wasn’t popular in all the 
activities.  However, I did do a darn good Charleston with the school band accompanying 
me in our Roundup Show in February of 1951 when we were all juniors.  Anyway, the 
audience liked it. 

Sure wish I could fnd the girl I took to the Junior and Senior proms in 1951 and 
1952. Her name was Mary Ellen Baker.

Just wanted to drop a line as I noticed your site.  I’m 80 years old now.  Wow!  Left 
Tulsa in 1954 and never been back since.  Living in Florida for almost 25 years. 

I see you still have my pathetic looking senior picture from 1952 posted on line. 
Remember me?  Tommy Kell  y    (Sorry Tommy, (the bad news) unfortunately, Mary 

Ellen Baker is on our lost list, but (the good news) you are now on our email list.)

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US

Dorothy Duff Reece

DONATIONS

 Thanks again for your generous donations. This time we received them from the 
following classmates: Lonnie Davis and Robert Harp,  Remember this Newsletter is coming 
to you through generous donations from your classmates.  Please don't forget us!

mailto:lindalovely@cox.net
mailto:cchpurple@gmail.com
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RECENT LOST CLASSMATES

Returned Newsletters  -  no forwarding address

Raymond Russell Return to Sender, Attempted – Not Known
Unable to forward.

ADDRESS CHANGES

Don Sterne New address: 4101 Oakdale Forrest Rd.
Edmond, OK  74013

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Lets make one more try to get information about these long lost classmates. 

After this, we won't “bug” you anymore.  It stands to reason that one third to one 
half of them have probably passed away, but it woiuld be really nice to know for 
sure about them.  It woiuld also be nice to re-connect with some of them and get 
them on our mailing list. If you can tell us anything about anyone on this list it 
would  be very  much appreciated.  You  can also  view this  list  on  our website: 
www.rogersclassof52.org  There is an email link on the Lost Classmate page.

Mary Ellen Baker Mary Blake Cleta Brasel
Leonard Karl Buchanan Phil Leroy Buker Carlene Busby
Ermal Joan Carson Jack Carter  Alyce Sue Conley
Cynthia Coyl Shirley Dickens Joyce Dalton
Bonnie Daniel             Richard Davis Francis Edwina Day
Margaret Emmert William Gene Ferguson Shirley Ann Fryar
Inez Griffn Jerry Griggs James William Hales
Wilma Jean Hall Joan Hancock JoAnn Harris
Nancy Jane Harp Jerry Joann Hill Curtis Hippenstell
Michel Howe Patricea J. Humphery Betty Louise Johnson
Jimmie D. Kammerling Don Kane Elizabeth Kiper
Homer Dale Lawson Peggy McCormick Marilyn Helen Malet
Catherine M. Millan Gary Moore Laura Moore
Irma Lee Neal Jim Ogden Mary Frances Ohmart
Nancy Orelup Beverly Owens E. Victor Padgett Jr.
Jim Perry Jerry Peterson Mary Phelps
Ralph L. Powell Dorothy F. Reynolds      Bill Rowe
Joan Shaw Joann E. Shrodeck Beverly Ann Smith
Dorothy Snider Sylvia Dell Straight Peggy Sue Stubbelfeld
Gerald Ward Thomas Paula Sue Van Ardsdale Peter Cary Vandaveer
Raymond Van Noy Gary Joe Wagoner Bret Faye Walker
Jimmy Walton Janette Willey Ann  Wright

MYSTERY PICTURE

This building was built in 1932 
and is located on South Elgin Ave.

http://www.rogersclassof52.org/


IN CLOSING
As you can see by the responses, Jack Slankard's new heading for our newsletter 

has recerved a lot of complements.  It has given it a fresh look.  Now we need some of 
your fresh ideas.  We welcome articles that you think would be interesting for the rest of 
us.  I know that we have asked for them before, but the truth is, we still need them. 
Email, or the USPS, which ever one is easiest will do. 

Your Newsletter Gang

And Will Rogers says:
 

“Well they had some fne roping (in Mexico),
mostly fancy, as the Mexicans are the real
originators, and the best in the world as
Ropers.”

November 29, 1931


